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A Linguistic Perspective on Recitation Material for an English Speech

Contest

Daisuke YAMAZAKI
Centre for Liberal Arts and Sciences, Faculty of Engineering

Abstract:

This paper sets out to investigate some phonetic and linguistic data on recitation material for an annual English
speech contest at Toyama Prefectural University in Japan. More precisely, the following aspects are the principal targets of
the analyses in this study: (1) types and numbers of phonetic symbols; (2) types and numbers of syllables; and (3) British
and American English pronunciation. In conclusion, it seems that there are various kinds of findings which could be
applicable to phonetic instruction in an EFL classroom. As for (1), consonants account for nearly 60% of the phonemes
arranged in the entire script, and almost half of them are alveolar ones. Moreover, around 30% of vowels are occupied by a
weak vowel /o/ or schwa. In terms of (2), apart from /dri:m/, the top five syllables of the material in the relative frequency
of occurrence tend to contain the /o/ vowel. Furthermore, over 60% of the syllables interspersed in the whole recitation text
are closed ones which have a coda, i.e., a syllable ending with a consonant or consonants. Concerning (3), one of the major
differences between British and American English pronunciation is rhoticity, i.e., whether or not /t/ is pronounced in
certain positions. In addition, it appears that there is some differentiation in vowels. Hence, it is hoped that the recitation
material would be utilised as a useful language learning tool for practising intelligible English pronunciation, if EFL
learners make every strenuous effort to comprehend the contents of the speech and if it is actively employed in educational
settings.

Key Words: English speech contest, recitation material, phonetic symbols, syllables,
British and American English pronunciation



