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02 4 H (50 AR 447 29.15 598 0.28 17 49
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12 A 447 68.43% 16.02 0.76 15% 100%
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13 12H  LIG&EYE 417 65.79% 1373 ’ ’ ' ' '
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Lo 2021 o7 114 g(ii;i W 0 1677 +13.63  -14461 000 081  -1548 -11.78
o 2022 47 D) M7 6438% 1702 +1.95 2265 024 0.12 364 026
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Abstract

This paper sets out to investigate the results of a standardized English proficiency examination (TOEIC® Bridge Listening
and Reading Tests) utilizing longitudinal and cross-sectional methods. At Toyama Prefectural University in Japan, it was
implemented in April as a pretest and in December as a posttest, both conducted in the academic year 2021 and 2022,
targeting all the separate first-year undergraduate nursing and engineering students as the test subjects of this investigation.
In order to achieve the primary purpose of this study, the following research questions were formulated. (1) Is there a
significant difference between the mean scores of the pretest and posttest? (2) Do the mean values of the English test
results in 2021 differ from the ones in 20227 (3) Is there some kind of development in English skills and abilities that the
test subjects have attained between the pretest and posttest? As a result, concerning the first question, there was a
statistically significant difference with regard to the mean values of the grand total (i.e., the sum of the listening scores and
the reading ones) and the listening scores in particular, which were collected from the students in the academic year 2022.
Next, as for the second question, the grand total and the listening scores of the posttest in 2022 were, as a whole, relatively
higher than the ones in 2021, and the differences were statistically significant. Then, regarding the third question, although
the mean value of the grand total improved between the pretest and posttest in 2022, the percentage of correct answers per
skill in the aspect of grammar dropped significantly. If the focus is only on the mean values of the grand total, it seems that
the effect of the English education programme from April to December depends on the academic year. For example, in
2021 there was a slight decrease, while in 2022 there was a statistically significant increase. However, this is only part of
the picture, as in 2022 the correct rate in the aspect of grammar decreased while the listening score improved. Therefore,
such data analyses should be conducted in a multifaceted way in order to identify necessary or potential improvements to
the English education programme.
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